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Goulbourn Middle School Council Meeting 
 
 
LOCATION: Goulbourn Middle School Library 
 
DATE: October 25th, 2016 TIME:  6:30 p.m. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Robyn Darragh (Principal) Jennifer Tackabury 
 Tricia Eddy (VP) Romana Turrell  
 Terri Klassen Kiera Delgaty 
 Kristina Ducas Fiona Livingstone  
 Christina Sunstrum  
 
REGRETS: Louise Hill Barb Friesen 
 Marcie Kwindt Beth Ronaghan 
    
CO-CHAIRS:  Kristina Ducas & Jennifer Tackabury  
 
SECRETARY:  Romana Turrell 
  
 
WELCOME 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm. 
 
Agenda & Minutes 
 
Motion to approve November Agenda: 1st – Fiona Livingstone, 2nd – Christina Sunstrum 
Motion to approve May Minutes: 1st – Fiona Livingstone, 2nd – Christina Sunstrum 
 
CHAIR REPORT – JENNIFER TACKABURY & KRISTINA DUCAS  
 
This year’s meetings will be held on: 
 
November 22nd, 2016 
January 24th, 2017 
February 28th, 2017 
April 25th, 2017 
May 23rd, 2017 
 
This means we will not hold a meeting in December, March, and June. 
 
Kristina is going to undertake updating the School Constitution. It hasn’t been updated for many 
years and we are excited to have it done! 
 
Churchill Alternative School invites you to a special screening of Beyond Measure, an inspiring 
documentary that challenges the assumptions of our current education story. Imagine an 
education system that values personal growth over test scores. Inquiry over mimicry. Passion 
over rankings. What if we decide that the purpose of school is not the transmission of facts or 
formulas, but the transformation of every student? Meet the public schools that are daring to 
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reimagine education. And making it happen. 
 
When: November 9th 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Where: Nepean High School 574 Broadview Avenue Ottawa ON 
Admission: $10 pre-sale or $15 at the door. 
 
PRINCIPAL REPORT – ROBYN DARRAGH  

We have had busy month of October.  We are very proud of the number of activities that we 
have been able to provide our students with. We have attended three Cross Country meets (two 
regional and one Board event). Our two bands, G notes choir, Guitar Club, Improv Club, 
Football Intramurals, Caribou Math, Future ACES, Student Council, Recording Club, Green 
Team, Equipment Lending and Open Gym have all began.  Sign-ups for intramural volleyball 
have also taken place. We have held our photo day and retake day and a representative from 
Canterbury High School was here to speak with grade 8 students who are interested in the 
Arts.  In terms of safety, we have completed our fire drills, lockdown and bus evacuation 
practices for the first term. 

On October 7th, GMS staff participated in PA Day activities that focused on Numeracy and 
Mathematics.  As you are aware, Math results across the province have decreased and the 
Ministry and the OCDSB have decided that all schools will focus on Numeracy as part of their 
School Learning Plans.  Much like it is all staff members’ responsibility to ensure that all 
students are literate; all adults in the building are responsible for ensuring that our students are 
numerate.  History teachers assist when they create timelines, English teachers when they 
focus on procedural writing, and Geography teachers assist when they gather data and create 
graphs.  We have begun to focus on the seven Process Expectations in Math.  It’s the process 
of doing Math and what we need to be able to do to be successful in Math. 

On October 31st, Goulbourn will celebrate Halloween.  Students are encouraged to dress in 
costume or in orange and black.  During periods 5 and 6, we will have a school-wide activity 
afternoon where students can participate in a dance, watch a movie, play in the computer lab or 
join the games room.   

On November 21st and 22nd, we will be hosting nurses from Ottawa Public Health for yearly 
immunizations.  All grade 7s will receive vaccines for Hepatitis B and HPV vaccine and l grade 
8s girls will receive the HPV vaccine.  Students should eat a good breakfast, bring an extra juice 
or a snack to school and wear short sleeves or a loose shirt on clinic days.   

Even though we are still early in the 2016-2017 school year, it is time for our Grade 8 families to 
start planning for high school. Principal Anderson and Head of Student Services Mrs. Eady will 
be visiting GMS on November 23rd at 6:30 PM.  If you are interested in hearing more about our 
feeder school, their programs, secondary school requirements and curriculum, please join us in 
the Library.  A student visit will follow in December. 
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EQAO 

*61 grade 6 students wrote the provincial assessment.  Each student represents 1.64 percent of 
the data. 
*Our results are as follows: 

• Reading= 79% (or approximately 48 of the 61 students) met or exceeded the provincial 
standard. This is an increase of 9% from our last Junior assessment. 

• Writing= 72% (or approximately 44 of the 61 students) met or exceeded the provincial 
standard. This is an increase of 6% from our last Junior assessment 

• Math= 26% (or approximately 16 of the 61 students) met or exceeded the provincial 
standard. This is a decrease of 4% from our last Junior assessment 

 *When we track the cohort of students and review their results from grade 3 and 6, there 
 are some interesting statistics in Mathematics that are noteworthy. 

 The mathematics results for the 59 students in the cohort (who attended Munster or 
 RPS) then came to GMS are as follows:  

27% (16) met the provincial standard in Grade 3 and Grade 6; 
0% (0) did not meet the standard in Grade 3 but met it in Grade 6; 
42% (25) met the standard in Grade 3 but did not meet it in Grade 6 and 
31% (18) did not meet the standard in Grade 3 and did not in Grade 6. 

In District News: 
• Learning Support Services conducted a thorough review of gifted special education 

programs and services throughout 2015-2016. This Gifted Review was initiated as the 
gifted exceptionality is slated to move into the geographic model for 2017-2018 

 
• One recommendation is to eliminate primary (grades 1-4) gifted specialized program 

classes.  The OCDSB Primary specialized program class has seen a consistent decline 
in enrolment over the past several years (there are currently n=33 students enrolled in 
this program for the 2016-2017 school year) (n.b.: the primary specialized program class 
is offered for students in grades 1 through 4 who are profoundly gifted, at the 99.6th %-
ile or above) 

• This decline in enrolment has resulted in significant staffing inefficiencies (e.g., some 
classes significantly below the Ministry cap of 20 students) 

• To assist with this recommendation, another recommendation is to hire an Itinerant 
Teacher for Gifted who would  support classroom teachers and school teams in meeting 
the needs of gifted early learners 

• The Ministry of Education is currently updating its definition of the exceptionality 
‘Giftedness’ 

Once released, Learning Support Services will begin to examine a range of tools, 
methods, and processes to learn more about our gifted learners, to provide strategies for 
support, and to monitor progress in the regular classroom. It is anticipated that this 
screening process will be District-wide at the grade 3 level 

• A third recommendation is the creation of a Gifted Specialized Intervention 
Program.  Students with a second exceptionality in addition to giftedness would have the 
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opportunity to participate in a 1-2 year program in grades 5/6 and 7/8 
configurations.  This program would have a lower teacher to student ratio of 1:12. 

• The fourth recommendation is the creation of a Profoundly Gifted (PG) specialized 
program class introduced in grades 5/6 and 7/8 grade configurations for students at or 
above the 99.6%-ile.  There would be two sites in the EAST and two sites in the WEST. 

Further consultation has been requested by the Trustees.  We have no idea how any of 
the proposed recommendations will affect Goulbourn.  Once we have additional 
information to share, we will pass it along to you. 

 
TEACHER REPORT – BARBARA FRIESEN  
 
Green Team 
Our 3 trees are now planted at the top of the hill and we are hoping that they will survive the 
winter.  
We collected over 30 items for the snowsuit fund.  
Students are encouraged to bring a waste free lunch this week and to put leftovers in the 
appropriate bin e.g., Food in composter  
We will be starting a used book drive next week. All books collected will be sold at the  
 
First GMS Craft Fair 
All donations gladly accepted. Please leave donations in box outside office.  
Parents are welcome to be members of our Team. We meet Mondays at 12:05.  
Please contact Mrs. Smith if interested.  
 
Write On  
We were pleased to have Stuart Ross as a guest author / publisher come and speak to them as 
part of the Writers Festival. He was very interesting and challenged them with a number of 
creative writing exercises. The Ottawa Public Library is hosting a Teen Author Fest this Sat from 
9-5. See their website for more details if you are interested in attending.  
 
Team Building 
Grade 6 students will be attending team building sessions at Baxter Conservation Authority on 
November 4th. 
 
Intramurals 
Football is finishing this week and next week Volleyball begins. Over 100 students  signed up to 
play volleyball Tuesday and Thursday lunch hours.  
 
Volleyball 
Competitive team try-outs begin next week.  
 
Canadian Tire $ 
Collection is ongoing. So far, we have almost $17, enough to buy a football! 
 
Craft and Vendor Fair 
On December 3, we will be holding a holiday craft and vendor fair. There are 34 spots already 
spoken for, with about half quality product vendors and half crafters. Products range from 
leggings, to candles, to knit and crochet items, to skin care products. We will also have a used 
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book sale, a bake sale, and a canteen, all of which will support Arts, PE, Green Team, and the 
Gifted program at GMS. Please visit our Facebook page and share the flyer, like the page, and 
spread the news! 
 
TREASURER REPORT – CHRISTINA SUNSTRUM  
 
Financial report is attached 
 
FOOD PROGRAM REPORT – LOUISE HILL 
 
No update. 
 
OCASC REPORT – KIERA DELGATY   
 
Susan Baker—Complaint Resolution Policy 

• Susan introduced Trustee Lynn Scott, who brought the motion to the Board to develop 
 the Complaint Resolution Policy. 

• The Policy will clearly lay out how parents can bring complaints to the Board. 
• A draft policy will be posted on the OCDSB website (http://www.ocdsb.ca) on 

 21 October, and will be discussed as part of the next board meeting, on Tuesday, 
25 October. 

• Any questions can be sent to Susan (susan.baker@ocdsb), who will answer them at the  
November OCASC meeting 
 

Susan Baker—School Council Training Day 
• Will be held on Saturday, 19 November 2016 from 
• 16 different workshops – pro-grants – how would you like to spend your pro-grants – if 

 you have ideas about what to spend the money on 
• Free childcare for children 4 to 10 years 

 
Lynn Scott - Trustee  

• One of the things that she is really passionate about is making sure that everyone who 
 asks a questions get an answer 

• You can call any trustee, not just the one in your zone 
• Trustees have no authority to tell the board what to do, but can smooth the way 

Gifted program review 
• Lynn said that the SEAC Agenda from last September shows what will be looked 
• About 40% are being served in own schools 
• Final motion was referred it back to staff and hopefully will come back before 

 December 
Why the gifted program review was done 

• To make sure that all gifted students are being served regardless of their setting 
 Last year the review was of learning disabilities 

• Many are happy with gifted programs, but some are concerned about children who are 
 twice exceptional (e.g. gifted and on the autism spectrum) – the whole report is available 
 online 
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FUNDRAISING REPORT – JENNIFER TACKABURY  
 
Information presented by Jennifer Tackabury in the chair report. 
 
NEW BUSINESS   
 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:20 pm. The next GMS Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
January 24th 2017 at 6:30 pm in the library. 
 


